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The Friends of Washington Crossing Park 
shares the powerful story of General George 
Washington’s daring crossing of the Delaware 
River on Christmas night 1776 and interprets its 
ongoing impact on world history for both today’s 
citizens and future generations. 

Through fundraising, the generous support of 
our donors and members, and our partnership with 
the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources, we are able to maintain and  
sustain this significant historic site and  
welcome thousands of schoolchildren, families, 
individuals, and groups every year. 

New Program Development 
• Hosted 10,000 students for our Colonial Days 

Field Trip and created a new promotional video. 

• Launched free weekly living history programs 
bringing history to life for visitors from April 
through November. Farmstead Fridays, in particular, 
saw strong attendance, offering a closer look at the 
Thompson-Neely House and Farmstead. 

• Hired a new full-time Interpretative Programs 
Specialist. 

• Installed a Bronze Relief of Emanuel Leutze’s  
famous Washington Crossing the Delaware and 
partnered with Philly Touch Tours to create an 
exhibit for blind and low-vision visitors. 

• Enhanced the visitor experience at the Thompson-
Neely Farmstead through tree planting and  
ecological restoration along the Mill Race Trail. 

• Began the reestablishment of the historic  
Thompson-Neely Farmstead Garden.  

• Launched a new mini camp for students that  

allows them to “unplug” and take a trip back to the 
time of Washington. 

• Inspired the next generation of historians by  
hosting four summer interns who served as living 
historians and docents. 

• Launched a new "Rescuing the Revolution Field 
Trip" program in partnership with Americana  
Corner. From the site of the Crossing, students 
tour two sites in New Jersey to learn about the 
Battles of Trenton and Princeton. 

• Brought the experience of the park to the  
community through outreach programs at local 
schools, senior facilities, and community programs 
such as Historic Fallsington Day, Historic Bristol 
Day, and Grooving at the Gates in Levittown. 

• Hosted record-breaking attendance at our Fall 
Lantern Tours and leaf season at Bowman’s Hill 
Tower. This year, Bucks County was named #1 
for Fall Foliage in the country by Travel and  
Leisure. 

A Mission to Preserve, Promote and Educate 

Continued on page 3 



Friends of Washington Crossing Park Staff 
 

Under the direction of the Board of Directors, FWCP staff  
members run the day-to-day operations of the organization.  
 

Jennifer Martin, Executive Director 
Anna Davis, Historical Horticulturalist 
Michelle Flanagan, Administrative Assistant 
Danielle Gress, Grants Manager 
Ross Heutmaker, Farm Manager 
Katherine Manning, Development Coordinator 
Alex Robb, Interpretive Programs Specialist 
Trish Rowen, Staff Accountant 
Guy Sava, Visitor Services Coordinator 
Connie Unangst, Museum Shop Coordinator 

 

Historical Interpreters 
 

Guided tours led by trained historical interpreters are offered at the Historic  
Village and the Thompson-Neely House and Grist Mill. Visitors can trace General  
Washington’s footsteps at McConkey’s Ferry Inn, traverse the three floors of a 
19th-century grist mill, and peek into the park’s replica Durham boats used in the 
annual Crossing Reenactments. 
   
 

Bruce Cobb 
Sean Corcoran 
Eric Flieger 
Corinne Kauermann 
Bunkie Maddock 

Friends of Washington Crossing Park Board  
 

The all-volunteer Friends Board of Directors is made up of a  
diverse cross section of community members.    

 

John Godzieba, President   Lindsay Craig 
William Haas, Vice President  Pat Fisher-Olsen  
Frank Lyons, Treasurer  Peter Tucci 
Robert West, Secretary  Charles Tweedy, M.D. 
Glenn Blakely         Member Emeritus 
Coleen Christian Burke  Jennifer Martin, ex-officio   

Our People 
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Volunteers 
 

In 2024, more than 440 volunteers  
contributed 6,614 hours in support of 
Washington Crossing Historic Park.  
Volunteers serve the park as historical  
interpreters, in visitor services, special 
events, gardening, animal care, school  
programs, and musicians in our fife and 
drum corps. Thank you to all! 

Thomas Maddock 
Patrick Murphy 
Nancy O’Leary 
David Price 
Patricia Seabright 
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Our Activities 

2024 Visitation 
 

Daily Tours                          21,425 
Student Field Trips                7,473 
Washington's Birthday       300 
Wheat and Sheep Day                   135 
Spring Brewfest                1,750 
Memorial Day Concert       300 
Memorial Day Ceremony       300 
Juneteenth Event                     80 

4th of July                            1,200 
Rebels & Redcoats  
   Classic Car Show                       600 
Wine on the Waterfront        670 
Lantern Tours                                432 
First Crossing Reenactment        3,250 
Christmas Crossing                 8,000 
Ten Crucial Days Bus Tours        215 
Lecture Series                                537 
Book Club                                120 

Foundations/Grants 
 

America250PA: Keep PA Beautiful Mini Grant 
Albert W. Bader Foundation 
Bucks Beautiful 
Bucks County Tourism Grant Program 
Church & Dwight Employee Giving Fund 
Foundations Community Partnership 
Tom & Char Hand, Americana Corner 
Kiwanis Club of Washington Crossing-Yardley 
Lower Delaware Wild & Scenic River 
McLean Contributionship 
Philadelphia Funder Collaborative for the Semiquincentennial        

New Program Development, continued from Page 1 

Major Gifts 
 

Christopher & Mary Jane Beck 
Bloomberg LP 
T. Jeffery & Barbara J. Clarke 
Cathy Colt & Roger Pomerantz 
Crown Holdings, Inc. 
The Gene & Marlene Epstein  
   Humanitarian Fund 
Patricia Fisher-Olsen & David Fisher 
John & Joanne Godzieba 
William & Denise Haas 
Gordon & Barbara Heisler 
Jean Kosits 
Christine & Mark Lotto 
Frank & Patty Lyons 
Dean Malissa 
The Starke Family 
Jennifer L. Stull 
The Estate of Carolyn V. Sundstrom 
Peter & Lisa Tucci 
Dr. Charles E. Tweedy & Kate Hutton Tweedy 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. West 

• Presented our annual lecture series featuring award-
winning scholars and well-known historians, such as 
James Taub, Brady Crytzer, Kathleen Brown, Don  
Heiges, and Frank Cogliano in partnership with the David 
Center for the American Revolution. 

• Enhanced the visitor experience at the First Crossing 
Reenactment by partnering with the 4th Continental Light 
Dragoons, who portrayed mounted militia.  Thank You! 

Our Supporters 



 

Our 2024 Donors 

4 

$1,000 Plus 
Guy Aiman & Amanda  
   Burden, MD 
Michael & Sharon Baker 
Vivian Banta &  
   Robert Field 
Jana & Scott Bovino 
Brian & Heather Bradley 
Thomas & Joan Brown 
Capital Health 
The Comcast Foundation 
Contemporary Corvette 
Robert Cunard 
Sari Ellen Feldman 
Cheryl Hoberman 
Hsiao-Ling Hung 
Inspire FCU 
Ronald & Eileen Kapusta 
Jim & Teresa Knipper 
John Kweder 
Maria Leonhauser 
Christine Long 
Mark & Christine Lotto 
Ryan & Kylene Nungesser 
Kevin & Erin O'Neill 
Parx Casino 
Mr. & Mrs. Albert  
   Petrangeli 
Jennifer Powell 
Scott & Julie Rakestraw 
Fox Rothschild 
Billie Satchell 
Upper Makefield Business  
   Association 
Timothy & Elene West 
 
$500 Plus 
Emil & Barbara Andrusko 
Joseph Arbeiter 
Hilary Bundy 
Coleen Christian Burke 
Colonial Farms Gourmet  
   Food 
Justin Cherry & Family 
Anita & Denis Cooke 
Susie & Bill Davidson 
Robert Factor 
First Platinum Abstract LLC 
Robert & Louise Harman 
Sue Huesken 
John & Nancy Januszewski 
John Kurz 
Brian Manley 
Sharon Nash 
Dave Earl & Anna Novak 
Dr. David & Mary Petro 
James & Marie Reynolds 
Meta & Richard Robertson 
David Price & Alison Roth 
Joan Rubini 
Megan Ruffe 
Robert H. Shrouds 
Joan Siederer 
Elizabeth Thorndike 

Triumph Restaurant &  
   Brewery 
Washington Crossing  
   Chapter SAR 
Washington Crossing Park  
   Association, Inc. 
Edward & Kate Webber 
 
$250 Plus 
Melanie Allen 
Joseph Arcaro 
Barbara Beckley 
Michele Bennett 
Ken & Lu Ann Cherry 
Deborah A. Coonelly 
Gregory & Susan Derr 
The Flanagan Family 
Robert & Doris Fanelli 
Susan Firestone 
Rick Fuerman, Ryan  
   Dawson Fuerman 
Alfred & Emily  
   Glossbrenner 
David Healy 
Joyce Heisen 
Dorothy McCormack  
   Johnson 
Anne Krichten 
William & Armgard Kucas 
Lawrence Langhans 
David Lee 
Lola Leonardo 
Jim Ludovici 
Jill & Herb Marek 
Peter & Jill Maruszewski 
Patrick & Jean McLaughlin 
Alice & Pat Murphy 
Newtown Rotary Club 
NJM Insurance Group 
Penn Community Bank 
Deborah Vari &  
   Christopher Plummer 
Gary Price 
Douglas F. & Kimberly 
Riedl Stickle 
Brian & Amber Rowan 
Jennifer Schneider 
Hannah Schneider-Patel 
Joan Kaplan Siederer 
Steve & Debora Stasolla 
Team Steinwender 
Steven & Eileen Stokley 
Dave Sutton 
Michael P. Swiatocha 
Jack & Barb Thompson 
John C. Thompson III 
Elizabeth & Gordon G.  
   Todderud 
Anthony Troncale &  
   Paula Toth 
Transue Tree Service 
Robert & Marie Unger 
Joan K. Wells 
Patrick & Eleanor Wong 

$100 Plus 
Harris & Karen Abrams 
Ann & Bernardino Albence 
The Allentown Public  
   Library 
Juliana Anthony 
Trudy Atkins 
Kimberly Bailey 
Juliann Beasly 
Marsha Bell 
Lucas Bento 
Mike & Judi Biederman 
Thomas & Susan Boland 
Stephen, Alex & Joe Jaffe  
   & Valerie Bossard 
Paul Bradley, Carrie  
   Wallowicz & Luke Bradley 
Kristina & Keith Briegel 
Judith & C.A. Bruce 
The Cancro Family 
The Carrino Family 
Fredric Cohen 
Sandra Cornett 
Kevin Coyle 
Mike & Cathy Cullinan 
Mark R. Dickinson 
Mark & Kathy Digaetano 
Brittanie Leibold &  
   Dan Dittmar 
Michael Doyle 
Robert & Catherine Drew 
Easton Area Public Library 
Marianne Egan 
Althea & Willam Fejes 
Marc & Laura Feller 
Candace Flanagan 
William Gaboda 
Craig & Lisa Gallun 
Paula Garrety 
Nancy Martin-Gash 
Kenneth A. Gavin 
Robert & Dawn Gehrsitz 
Jim & Janice Gibson 
William L. & Lynn B.  
   Goldman 
Jason Goldstein 
Gayle Goodman &  
   Jim Searing 
Norina Graham 
Gary Guthrie 
Mary Ann Hamilton 
Robert G. Hamilton, Jr. 
Mike & Mari-Cay Hartman 
Nina L. Heitz 
Mike & Pam Heutmaker 
Jessica House &  
   Jason Leibel 
Rebecca Hunter 
Lee Irvin 
Ray Jacobsen 
Laurie Jacobson 
Rachael & Sam Johnson 
John E. Kane 
Eugene E. Kohler 

Virginia Kraft 
William Kucas 
Warren & Elizabeth Kunz 
Norman & Mary Catherine  
   LaFrance 
Marguerite & Bob Lantzy 
Gregory Paul Latsko 
Bob & Lin Lippincott 
Patricia Liddie 
Joe & Noreen Linus 
Anne Marie Martin 
The McAllister Family 
Vivian McAneney 
Daniel & Charie McAuliffe 
Angela McClain 
Debra McDougall 
Matthew & Celeste 
McElroy 
Bill & Rachelle Melms 
Michael & Lauren Mehnert 
Memorial Library of  
   Nazareth and Vicinity 
Dolores & Tore Mita 
Eileen Moran 
Milton Moser 
Clement Smink &  
   Catherine C. Nebel 
New Jersey Society, Sons of  
   the American Revolution 
Anita Nolan 
The Oakes Family 
Doug & Gail Oines 
Mr. & Mrs. James Ouimet 
Tim Parrish 
Janine Penfield 
Ray Pete Peters 
John Petolillo Jr. 
Alan Pidcock 
Ronald J. Portman 
Thomas Prevete 
Dr. Reddy's Labs 
Rev War Alliance 
Donna Rhein 
Kari & Tony Ries 
Ken & Linda Roberts 
Steven Rutt 
Jack Sanders 
Sue Schaub 
Rose & Peter Silvis 
Michael Sladden 
Mathew Sohl 
Nancy & Jay Style 
Kathryn Surmay 
Dane Swenson 
Deborah Terry 
David, Sarah & Julianne  
   Tiekamp 
Dr. & Mrs. Daniel  
   Trachtenberg 
John & Sandy Unger 
Andrew & Sara Vitullo 
Suzanne Wheeler, In 
Memory of Frank  
   Wheeler, III 
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Our 2024 Donors 

William Jeanes Memorial  
   Library 
William, Karen Stanell  
   & Sons 
Wissahickon Valley Public  
   Library 
The Yates Family 
Kelly Yoos 
The Young Family 
 
Up to $100 
Blane Ampthor 
Deborah Armstrong 
Jeff Armstrong 
Peter Avioli 
Barbara Balint 
Michael Bartholomay 
Marguerite Barrett 
Don & Karen Becker 
Judy Bernie 
Marc Bertha 
Robert Bethke 
Donna Bishop 
Thomas F. & Susan M.  
   Boland 
Maritza Bolano 
Rodger & Christine  
   Breidenbach 
Elizabeth Butterfield 
Thyra Cadic 
Leslie Calabrese 
Ann Camp 
Juanita Caplan 
Daniela Capriotti - Krafczek 
Cheryl Carroll 
Lucille & James Carroll 
Richard Cassie 
Soledad Cepeda 
The Charles & Buttacavoli  
   Families 
Michael Chmielewski 
Bruce Chrystal 
Lindsay Craig 
Olivia & Gregory Crisp 
Scott Clark 
Robert Clare 
Gary Coles 
Joseph T. & Claire F.  
   Connelly 
Commonplace Reader LLC 
Ashlei Corrigan 
Terry Dovgala Corrigan 
Barbara Dalglish 
Carolyn & August Daub 
Gwen Deal 
Barbara DiBeneditto 
Edward Donner 
Nancy Doyle 
Charles Dyer 
Jennifer Egas 
The Fauty Family 
Rhonda Ferre 
Kathy Feuerman 
William Finigan 

Robin Fisher 
Maria Flick 
William R. Fox 
Mary Freedman 
Raymond Friend 
Ann Fron 
Nancy Teich Frost 
CDR G. R. Gacser,  
   USN (Ret.) 
Neysa Garrett 
Dean Gaugler 
Michelle & John Geaney 
Linda & John Gehring 
Mr. & Mrs. Giampalmi 
Ron & Carol Gigliotti 
Gary & Sheila Graham 
Karen & Tom Graham 
Rabbi Claire & Steven Y.  
   Green, Esq. 
Ashley Griffiths 
James Gunter 
Cynithia Haenn 
Blaik Halling 
Peter & Linda Halstead 
Cynthia Hanson 
Maragret Hardie 
Patricia Haughey &  
   Robert Reager 
Sarah Heelan 
Katherine Heugatter 
Carol Hill 
Historical Langhorne  
   Association 
Rosanne Hitt 
Caitlin Hoey 
Marcy & Bruce Hort 
Rose & Tom Houghton 
Tina House 
Patrick J. Hughes 
Richard Hyman 
In Memory of Norman  
   Mayberg 
Michael & Carol Jacobson 
Kathleen Jajko 
Kenneth & Kim Jankowitz 
Walt Jeranek 
Diane & Eric Johnson 
The Johnson Girls 
Edward Kane 
Maura Keenan 
Tariq Khaitous 
William Klein 
Anna Mae Krier 
Cheryl Langan 
Saul & Marsha Langsam 
Tim & Ann Langtry 
Lisa A. Larks 
Gregory Lawton 
Laura Lazar 
Susan B. Lederhouse 
Jeffrey Lewis 
Lucinda Lewis 
Carol & John Librick 
Maureen C. & Edward M.  
   Librick 

Bradford Ryll Long 
Nancy Robinson Long 
The Luzzo Family 
John & Sara Lynch 
Timothy McDevitt 
Greg McLaughlin 
Barbara McIntyre 
Joan & Timothy McMahon 
Julie Manthey 
John & Roberta Mariano 
Thomas Maroney 
Charles E. Mason 
The Mason Family 
Martha Washington Garden  
   Club 
Vincent P. Masterson 
Jacqueline Mejzak 
John Melchor 
William Melms 
Merck Foundation 
Raymond Miller 
Sherry Mize 
Michelle Mocarski 
Carl & Yvonne Mohrbacher 
Eilzan Morales 
Robert Morrison 
Jennifer Morrison 
Susan & George Moser 
The Mosso Family 
William D. & Catherine M.  
   Mote 
Gail Muller 
Ann Mule 
Sharon Natale 
Jeanne Navratil 
Alex Neeley 
Chelsea Noll - McClintock 
Janet Roeser Nordberg 
Christopher Nowakowski 
Charles Ormsby 
Susan Mary Osmers 
Kimberly Park 
Kathryn Parkinson-Gee 
Deborah Pege 
Patrick "Doc" Peters 
Kathy & Peter Pfister 
Nancy & George Pickering 
Henry Pietrani 
Karen Poli 
Nicholas Primola 
Johanna & Andy Purmort 
Purmort Family Trust 
Matthew & Brenda Resch 
The Richmond Family 
Christian Rodriguez 
Anna Rossi 
Stacy Roth - Niemiec 
Trish & Jim Rowen 
George Ryan 
Marla Salyer 
Barbara Sands 
Frank A. Scattene III 
Dennis Schaffer 
Mellani Schielie 

Jill & Ariel Schwartz 
Frederick & Patricia  
   Seabright 
Jim Sharkey 
Jonathan Sheetz 
Celeste M. Sherry 
Frederick Siemon 
The Sienicki Family 
George & Esther Skic 
Britnee Smith 
Deanne Smith-Johns 
Bill & Sandy Snow 
Christopher Snyder 
Denise Sobolik 
Philip & Erin Soccio 
Bette Sovinee 
Spencer's Additional  
   Continental Regiment 
Thomas Steck 
Jay & Amy Steiner 
Robert Stetson 
Rachel Stewart 
Jared E. & Barbara Stolz 
Judy Strauser 
Elan Strominger 
Collin & Becky Stuart 
Natalie Sturr 
Jay & Nancy Style 
Jessica Sulkoski 
Thomas Sullivan 
Nancy Surdoval 
Che Swanson 
Sharon Swissler 
The Sword Family 
Bill & Marge Szilasi 
Tim Thomas 
Mike & Clare Tomkins 
Mike & Amy Toole 
Kim Traub 
Phin & Marji Tuthill 
Susanne Walsh 
Phyllis Warren 
Washington Crossing  
   Chapter DAR 
Veronica Washko-Hyland 
Brandon & Rebecca Weiss 
Roger Webster 
Lars Wendt 
Joanne Westall 
John Williams 
Richard Wood Searles 
VFW Auxiliary To  
   Post 6493 
Ed & Sally Vanderloop 
Garfield Van Tassel 
James A. Vasios 
Kathleen Young 
Joanne Young 
Joseph Zimmer 
Caroline M. Zucker 

Thank You! 



In our 2023 annual report, we 
highlighted the important role the 
Friends of Washington Crossing 
Park (FWCP) proudly plays as a 
keystone of education in our  
community. Through programs 
like our Colonial Days living  
history program and free  
educational resources, such as our 
76 Seconds of History video  
series, Camp in a Box, and History 
Chest, we continue to make  
history accessible. 

As we look ahead to the 250th 
anniversary of Washington's 
Crossing in 2026, we want to take 
a moment to showcase programs 
designed to meet the needs of  
family visitors, improvements we 
made in 2024, and give you a 
sneak peek at our new offerings 
for 2025. 

 
Daily Tours and Seasonal 

Park Experiences 
Throughout the year, our park 

is open for daily tours and each 
season brings exciting things to 
see and do!  

In the spring, flowers bloom 
and plants grow in our gardens, 
providing a glimpse into 18th-
century horticulture. This past 
year, we completed the reinstallation of 
our historical Hibbs House Garden 
in the Lower Park Village. In 
2025, the completion of our historical 
garden at the Thompson-Neely 
House will strengthen the interpretation 
of our Thompson-Neely Farmstead 
and Farmstead Friday programs. 
The garden will be a great addition 
to the Thompson-Neely House 
Tour, which will reopen in the 
Spring of 2025. Included in the 
tour is a new exhibit featuring  
reproduction bedding by textile 
historian Natalie Larson, whose 
work has been shown at Winterthur 
and George Washington’s Mount 
Vernon.   

In the summer, the park is a 
perfect place for a family trip. In 
2024, our Weekly Living Programs, 
which included Farmstead Fridays, 
enhanced daily tours by providing 
interpretations of daily life for  
civilians and the experience of  
soldiers encamped in Bucks County 
during the American Revolution. 
In 2025, we look forward to 
providing expanded monthly living 
history programs with unique 
themes and new interpretations 
never seen before, such as the life 
of 18th-century Hessian soldiers.  

In the fall, Bowman’s Hill 
Tower offers an incredible 14-mile 
view of fall foliage with extended 
hours each weekend. On Friday 
and Saturday evenings, our  
overwhelmingly popular lantern 
tours provide a unique interpretation at 
the site of Washington’s crossing, 
displaying the conditions men 
would have experienced during 
nights in December 1776.  

In winter, the park hosts its 
highest volume of visitation as 
people come to experience  
Washington Crossing during the 
time of year when the Continental 
Army encamped and rowed across 
the Delaware River on Christmas 
Night in 1776. The winter landscape 
and views of the icy river demonstrate 
the fierce determination of  
General Washington and his men 
during the 10 Crucial Days Campaign 
of the American Revolution.     

Our free Lower Park Exhibit 
Gallery is a great addition to site 
tours or seasonal visits. The  
gallery includes a kid-friendly  
interactive play area where young 
visitors can dress up and play with 
reproduction tents and accoutrements, 
providing an engaging experience 
that helps children and students 
connect with the history of the era 
in a fun way. Also on exhibit are 
fragments from a 1770 iron stove 
plate unearthed during an  
archaeological excavation at the 
Thompson-Neely Mill site in 
1974. New in 2025 are several 
items on loan from the State  
Museum of Pennsylvania, such as 
an authentic Hessian musket. 

In addition to the gallery, you 
can also view a full-size reproduction 
of Emanuel Leutze’s famous 
painting, Washington Crossing  
the Delaware, in the Visitor Center 
Auditorium. A newly exhibited 
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Expanding Programs for Every Visitor at Washington Crossing Historic Park 

 

Our Focus on Family Fun 



 

Our Focus on Family Fun 
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“please touch” bronze relief of the 
same painting was donated by 
award-winning Philadelphia artist 
Ellen Schicktanz, who created a 
similar relief outside of the Museum 
of the American Revolution in 
Philadelphia.  

 
Family Programs 

Beyond daily tours and seasonal 
program offerings, FWCP  
provides several family programs 
designed to meet the needs of a 
multigenerational audience. Each 
year we offer five free programs. 
Washington’s Birthday in February 
and our Wheat and Sheep Day in 
April are designed for our youngest 
participants, allowing them to enjoy 
a free slice of birthday cake with 
General Washington and a chance 

to get an up-close look at our 
sheep. Our free Memorial Day Concert 
at the Lower Park and Ceremony at 
the Soldiers’ Graves in the  
Upper Park provide community 
residents with a local opportunity 
to commemorate this important 
patriotic holiday. In 2024, our free 
Juneteenth Program returned for its 
second year, beginning with a new 
lecture and living history presentation 
on the contributions of Black soldiers 
during the American Revolution and 
Civil War. The event ended with a 

concert overlooking 
the Delaware River. 
In 2025, our 
Juneteenth program 
will include a lecture 
by researcher and  
historian Matthew 
White, explaining his 
methodology and 
findings during a year 
of primary research on 
the contributions of 
Black soldiers and 
civilians to Washington’s Crossing, 
the Ten Crucial Days Campaign, and 
Bucks County. Our 4th of July 
program has several hands-on  
activities and an opportunity to 
hear the reading of the Declaration of 
Independence. During the 4th of 
July weekend, we host our hands-
on Colonial Field Day and Rebels 
and Redcoats Classic Car Show. 
Our living history season ends in 
December with programs designed to 
completely immerse visitors into a 
soldier’s life during the winter  
encampment at the Thompson-
Neely Farm (Evening Encampment  
Program), the Crossing of the  
Delaware (Crossing Reenactments), 
and the Battles of Trenton and 
Princeton that followed (Ten Crucial 
Days Bus Tour).  

In 2024, our Evening Encampment 
Program attendance doubled.  
Program enhancements for the 
year included new presentations 
on civilians who followed and 
supported the army and mounted 
militia. Visitors also got a first 
look at our redesigned Thompson 
Neely House exhibits. The Crossing 
Reenactments were enhanced  
with new program offerings by  
On The Army’s Strength, which 
interprets the role of non-military 
combatants during the revolution, 
and the 4th Continental Dragoons, 
who portray mounted militia. 

Through continued surveying 
in 2025, we are working to  
enhance our programs through 
new interpretive offerings, sound 
enhancements, and visitor  
amenities.  

 

Additional Offerings 
The Friends of Washington 

Crossing Park, in partnership with 
the Pennsylvania Department of  
Conservation and Natural  
Resources, also offers additional 
programs throughout the year. Our 
book club and lecture series  
provide opportunities to learn 
more about 18th-century military 
and civilian life with additional 
insights into Washington’s Crossing, 
the 10 Crucial Days, and the 
American Revolution.  

In 2025, we are very excited to 
welcome acclaimed author Rick 
Atkinson to discuss his new book, 
The Fate of the Day, as part of his 
trilogy on the American  
Revolution. 

FWCP offers programs for  
every age and interest level. The 
assistance of you, our donors, and 
members have made all of these 
programs possible. With your  
continued support, we will grow 
and improve in 2025 and beyond. 

Thank You! 
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A Trip Back in Time: 
Exploring the Ten Crucial Days 
of the American Revolution 

 
One of the core values of the 

Friends of Washington Crossing 
Park is stewarding the next  
generation of Americans. With the 
250th anniversary of the founding 
of our country rapidly approaching, 
we have been hard at work crafting 
programs that not only tell the  
story of Washington’s Crossing, 
but also contextualize that story 
within the larger framework of the 
American Revolution.  

To this end, our new Rescuing 
the Revolution field trip program—
made possible by Americana  
Corner’s Preserving America  
initiative—represents a perfect 
blend of our hands-on Colonial 
Days school field trip program 
paired with the immersive story-
telling of our Traversing the 10 
Crucial Days bus tours.  

Through this one-of-a-kind 
program, students learn about life 
in the encampment and the  
quartering of officers in homes 
leading up to the Crossing, as well 

as the planning and logistics needed 
to get an army of 2,400  
soldiers across the icy  
Delaware River during a harsh 
winter storm on Christmas night in 
1776. Next, students travel to 
Washington Crossing, New Jersey, 
to learn about Washington’s  
landing and the Battle of Trenton. 
Finally, at Princeton Battlefield,  
students walk the same grounds as 
the Continental and British Army 
and learn about the battle from 
both American and British per-
spectives. 

In telling a comprehensive  
story about the Crossing, the  
moments leading up to it, and the 
battles that followed, students 
leave with a new understanding of 
the pivotal role the 10 Crucial 
Days campaign played in changing 
the trajectory of the American 
Revolution. We engage students at 
multiple levels, reaching physical, 
visual, and verbal learners in ways 
that traditional classrooms and 
other programs cannot. 

Rescuing the Revolution 

launched during fall 2024 and has 

attracted a large percentage of 

schools that have not previously 

visited the park, as well as returning 

schools that have not been to the 

park for many years.  

More than 1,500 students have 
registered for this exciting new 
educational offering. The program 
has been especially impactful for 
students visiting the park from 
New Jersey, who comprise about 
70% of our annual field trip  
participants. Our unique program 
allows these students to visit  
multiple sites in a single day—two 
of which are in their home state—
for an immersive and impactful 
educational exprience they would 
not be able to encounter at any 
individual site. 

                                                                                                                             
Our vision for this program is 

that students will leave with a 
greater understanding of the  
complex challenges Washington 
and his army faced before making 
the daring Crossing of the  
Delaware River. We are very  
excited that this program has been 
so well received, and we aspire to 
triple attendance through strategic  
partnerships and marketing as we 
enter the 2025–2026 school  
tour season. 

This program would not be 
possible without the generous  
support and partnership of Tom 
and Char Hand of Americana  
Corner, who have invested 
$250,000 over 5 years to bring this 
program and the park’s rich  
history to life. 

Founded in 2020 by Tom 
Hand, Americana Corner shares 
engaging stories of pivotal events, 
documents, and leaders that 
shaped America’s founding. 
Through compelling articles and 
captivating videos, Tom hopes to 
rekindle a spirit of patriotism in 
his fellow Americans and remind 
them of our nation’s incredible 
past and why our founding era still 
matters today. Tom’s passion to 
tell the Great American Story  
extends to conserving its cultural 
and historical treasures through 
the Preserving America program, 
which supports diverse projects 
across the nation that contribute to 
sharing the rich tapestry of early 
American history. 
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